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Dear Prospective Adoptive Family:


We at Heart of Adoptions, Inc. are so pleased you have contacted our agency in hopes of adopting a child.  We are a licensed, child-placing agency founded in 2001, that offers domestic adoption services including home studies and post-placement supervision. We have several locations throughout the state, and serve birth and adoptive families anywhere in the United States.


Our programs include:

· Infant Adoption

· African-American Infant Adoption

· Advertising

· Identified / Matched Adoptions

· Adoption Home Studies and Post-Placement Supervision


We will immediately begin the search for your birth mother or child once your completed application is accepted and approved by our office.  Wait times for our programs are further explained in this packet.  Our agency holds monthly informational meetings and individual consultations at all of our locations. The dates and times of these meetings can be viewed on our website.

If you need assistance obtaining a home study, we can provide this service or provide references to you.  Also, you will need a family profile.  Your profile is how you will be presented to birth parents, so you should consider the profile to be your “adoptive resume”. This is your best chance to express your feelings about the birth parent’s decision in the form of a “dear birth parent” letter.  You will also be constructing a picture collage that best describes your family, visually.  You have the choice of producing your own profile or using a profile service (at additional cost to you).  Recommended profile services are located on our website.  Also, we strongly encourage family profiles not to exceed 8 ½ x 11 page size.

Once you are on our list, it is very important that you notify us immediately if circumstances change such as you are no longer open to receiving a placement (i.e. if you become pregnant or receive a child from another source). Otherwise, your profile will continue to be shown to birth parents who will be very disappointed to learn that their selection is no longer available.


Many times, prospective adoptive parents want to know how they can expedite their chances of adopting a baby. I would first suggest that you tell everyone you know about your search for a child, with the hope that someone may learn of a situation down the road. We often work with birth parents out of state, so geography is no limitation. 

We rely upon and heavily use e-mail and encourage you to do so as well, so that your questions and concerns can be handled expeditiously and efficiently.  E-mail can be directed to us by using the employee’s first name, followed by @heartofadoptions.com.  Typically, we do not call adoptive parents when they are shown to birth parents, as it is not really helpful to report that your family was not chosen.  As a result, there may be long periods of inactivity from your perspective since there will not be much to report until you are matched. Lastly, we periodically send out information about adoption via email.  The information is general in nature and may serve as a good resource to answer questions that arise while you wait to fulfill your parenting dreams.  


Heart of Adoptions, Inc. and our staff look forward to working with you.  Once you review our packet, we strongly encourage you to attend one or our informational meetings so we can address any additional questions you may have and also get to know you!








Respectfully,

















Brigette Schupay







Brigette Barno Schupay, MSW








Executive Director
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PROGRAM INFORMATION


Heart of Adoptions, Inc. primarily places newborn infants directly from the hospital.  Occasionally, a toddler or older child is available, but this is very rare.  Birth parents select from profiles of screened and approved adoptive families.  Most birth parents choose to speak with or meet their selected adoptive family prior to their child’s birth.  On-going contact after adoption through pictures and letters is a requirement of Heart of Adoptions, Inc. for a minimum of 5 years, and in many cases 18 years.
Adoptive couples and single applicants are eligible, although single applicants need to understand their wait time may be significantly longer.  Additionally, families adopting a child of another race are expected to demonstrate an understanding of the potential challenges associated with transracial adoption. 

INFANT ADOPTION

Majority of children placed for adoption in this program are Caucasian or Caucasian/ Hispanic.

Waiting times for this program vary, due to a host of controllable and non-controllable factors. Generally, the average waiting period to be matched with a birth mother in this program is less than two years.  However, waits can be dramatically shorter or longer depending on individual situations and the restrictions you have on the type of child you selected.
Living and medical expense assistance is typically requested by birth mothers in the infant adoption program, therefore families should budget for these expenses in addition to the fees included in the fee schedule.  Living expenses vary per situation, but a good estimate is $4,000 to $7,000.  Obviously, some birth mothers have much greater needs, which results in a more expensive adoption situation.
Advertising in this program includes posting your family profile to our agency website, as well as posting on www.ParentProfiles.com to reach more birth families seeking an adoptive family.
AFRICAN-AMERICAN INFANT ADOPTION

Children in this program are either full African-American or African-American mixed with other races or ethnicities.

Waiting times for this program vary, but families open to full African-American children tend to wait less than a year, and families open to Caucasian/African- American children typically wait less than two years.  Wait times depend on many factors, especially on the adoptive family’s preferences and flexibility regarding birth mother history.

Living and medical expense assistance is typically requested by birth mothers in the African-American adoption program, therefore families should budget for these expenses in addition to the fees included in the fee schedule.  Living expenses vary per situation, but a good estimate is $3,000 to $5,000.  Some expenses can be subsidized to assist families that are truly excited about adopting an African-American infant, but may not have the budget to cover all birth mother expenses.  
ADVERTISING

One of the first steps in adoption is locating the right birth mother for your family.  A birth mother making an adoption plan for her child learns about adoptive families in many ways.  One way is through adoptive family advertising. You may or may not be familiar with this type of advertising. Additionally, the idea of advertising or marketing your family may seem intimidating.  Well, at Heart of Adoptions, Inc. we do all the work for you.   

In addition to traditional advertising that our agency does in phone books, magazines, etc., your family profile may be advertised in other print and Internet media.  Our goal is to work to each family’s strengths, that means perhaps your profile would benefit most from posting on our agency website or on www.parentprofiles.com or a specific print ad in the local paper may be a good option for you due to your birthmother preferences.

When several families are advertising at the same time, many different types of birth mothers are likely to respond.  One family may benefit from the advertising of another family, and so on.  If your specific ad doesn’t draw the birth mother you are hoping for, another’s family ad just might.  We make sure the birth mother you are presented to is just what you’re looking for.
IDENTIFIED/ MATCHED ADOPTIONS

If you are a family lucky enough to have already identified a birth mother that is choosing to place her child with you for adoption, then we can help.  Heart of Adoptions, Inc. can assist both you and the birth parents in completing the adoption process.

If you are a Florida resident, beginning with your adoption home study, we will prepare you for the adoption process.  If you reside outside of Florida, we can refer you to a reputable home study agency in your home state.  If you are communicating directly with the birth family, we will provide support and guidance.  Should you choose not to communicate directly, you can rely on us to make sure your desires and wishes are known while ensuring the birth family also receives the services and support they need to feel secure about their adoption decision.

Birth parent interviews and counseling, relinquishment, and legal finalization are just some of the other services that are available to you.  The agency's fees for assisting with an identified adoption vary depending on the extent of the services provided, but are lower than our other programs.
ADOPTION HOME STUDIES & POST-PLACEMENT SUPERVISION

Every family hoping to adopt must have an approved adoption home study.  Our agency can provide this for you.  As a licensed, child-placing agency, our home studies are accepted by agencies throughout the nation.  In addition, we are able to complete home studies more quickly than many agencies, and often, our home study is less expensive than many programs in Florida.  Post-placement supervision visits are required follow-ups to the home study after a child is placed in your home. Our agency can perform the required number of post-placement visits to insure completion in time for you to finalize your adoption.
